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The format for citing any of these electronic sources is prescribed by style manuals. The most
widely used style manuals at NSU are the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers and the
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, and they are available for your use
at the Reference Desk. The following are examples of electronic source citations taken from each.

MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION (MLA) STYLE

JOURNAL

Dyer, Joyce. “Reading The Awakening with Toni Morrison.” Southern Literary Journal 35.1

(2002): 17. Academic Search Premier. EBSCOhost. Watson Library, Northwestern State

University, Natchitoches LA. 29 July 2003 <http://www.nsula.edu/watson_library/

access.html>.

Here, the author’s name is followed by the title of the article in quotation marks. The title of the
journal in which the article appears is underlined. “35” is the volume number and “1” is the issue
number. “2002” is the publication date of the issue, and following the colon is the total number of
pages in the article. “Academic Search Premier” is the database in which you found the article, and it
is underlined. EBSCOhost is the name of the service (or vendor) who provides that database to
Watson Library. “Watson Library ...” tells where you were when you used Academic Search Premier.
29 July 2003 is the date when you used the database. The URL is the Watson Library databases and
indexes web page.

E-Book

Bradley, Patricia. Slavery, Propaganda, and the American Revolution. Jackson, MS: University of

Mississippi, 1998. Watson Library, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches LA. 29 July

2003 <http://www.nsula.edu/watson_library/>.

Here you can see that the citation for an e-book contains all necessary indentification information.
The author’s name is followed by the title, place of publication, publisher, and date of publication.
“Watson Library...” tells where you were when you accessed this source and the date tells when
you accessed this source. The URL is Watson Library’s home page.



WEB SITE

Burka, Lauren P. “A Hypertext History of Multi-User Dimensions.” MUD History. 1993. 29 July
2003 <http://www.apocalypse.org/pub/u/lpb/muddex/essay/>.

To cite Internet web pages, give the author’'s name, last name first; the full title of the document
in quotation marks; the title of the complete work in italics (if applicable); any version or file

numbers (if applicable); the date of the document or last revision (if available). Next, list the full
URL, followed by the date you accessed the resource.

AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION (APA) STYLE
JOURNAL
Borman, W.C. Role of early supervisory experience in supervisor performance. Journal of Applied

Psychology, 78, 443-449. Retrieved July 29, 2003, from PsycINFO database.

The title of the article is in all lower case except the first letter of the first word, and the journal
title is in italics followed by the volume number and inclusive pagination. “Retrieved” is the date
you accessed this article.

E-BooOK

Burka, Lauren P. (1998). Slavery, propaganda and the American Revolution. Jackson, MS: U of

Mississippi Press. Retrieved July 29, 2003, from <http://www.nsula.edu/watson_library/>.

First is the author’s name with the last name first. Then comes the title of the book in lower case
except for the first letter of the first word (and proper nouns). Next comes the publication
information and finally, the date accessed.

WEB SITE

University of California, San Francisco, Institute for Health & Aging (1996). Chronic care in
America: A 21°% century challenge. Retrieved July 29, 2003, from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation Web site: <http://www.rwjf.org/publications/publicationsPdfs/

Chronic_Care_in_America.pdf>.

Information available on the Internet covers an enormous variety of subjects from a similar
number of publications, and each type of publication has its own format. The most critical
element in any Internet citation is the URL, and care must be taken to record it accurately,
otherwise readers will not be able to locate the cited material. In the above example, the author
comes first, followed by the italicized title. Then the date you retrieved the information and
finally the complete URL.



